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CLINICS. ;tients. Of these more than five hundred 
— . have been the subjects of dyspepsia, seem- 
Clinical Lecture on Diet. —By Samvet: ingly per se (though we know there cannot, 
Wrient, M.D., Physician to Queen’s Hos-: pathologically speaking, be such a thing); 
ial, Birmingham, &c. &c. ; and at least five hundred others have suf: 
A due regard to the condition and supply | fered from ailments which indigestion has 
f the alimentary organs is one of the most ; either originated or aggravated. I have 
dlectual means both of preventing and re-‘ watched the majority of these cases with 
nedying disease. There is no organ of the} much care, and am fully satisfied of the 
‘ody with which the gastro- intestinal appa-§ truth of what I now tell you. I am not 
‘us is not immediately or remotely con- ; aware that Birmingham is singular in this 
ected in function; nor is there any organ; respect; perhaps the history of any other 
hich, being disordered, would not experi-}town would furnish items corroborative of 
‘ce an increase of its disorder on an acces- those I have given you. 
‘on of irregularity in the alimentary process In looking at this prevalence of dyspepsia 
if nutrition. There is no saying what mis- ; it becomes us to inquire into the cause of it. 
thief a fit of dyspepsia may do. In the : In a very great majority of cases, I am cer- 
itofessional business of your after life, this; tain you will find this to be in the solid and 
iyspepsia will be an every-day opponent? fluid materials habitually swallowed. 
wth which you will have to contend. It} Were we just now situated in that part of 
willbe well for you to be provided against ; our unhappy sister country where cold and 
‘svarious difficulties. hunger furnish their victims daily and by 
In the five years and a half that I have: wholesale, I think we should find that dys- 
‘eld the office of Physician to the General ’ pepsia, in its worst forms, was rife amongst 
Dispensary in this town, I have seen at the ; the miserable many who are being fed with 
institution itself, independently of home vi- {food not suited to human sustenance. Sea- 
‘ting, rather more than five thousand pa- weed, potatoes all but poisonous, and scraps 
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18 CLINICS. 


of offal revolting in its putrescency, must be : bread, to the latter with a proportionate al. 
doing murderous work amongst the ill-fated _ lowance of good meat; the wasted mecha. 
sufferers, who find in these things their nic, once in the receipt of ample wages, 
only remedy against direct starvation. _and indulgent of good living, has chosen a 
To look from these to a very different’ moiety of the food meant for him, that the 
class of people—the habitual gourmands, / equivalent of the rejected half might be fur. 
whether met with in aldermanic or other ; nished in a pot of beer; whilst the ‘sot of 
circles—we find them illustrating the truth } other days,” in expressing a loss of appe. 
of the adage, plures crapula quam gladius. ; tite, has also avowed his inclination for q 
An Englishman, you know, is proverbially ; glass of spirits. 
regarded by other countries as prone to glut-; It is, perhaps, not a matter of surprise 
tony. Our continental neighbours especially, } that indulgences, once easily obtained, and 
look upon us as making the grand mistake luxuriously enjoyed, should be again co. 
of living to eat, instead of eating to live. I | veted, when they appear temptingly to re- 
hope there are many exceptions to the sar- ; offer themselves after a painful absence; and 
casm amongst us, and yet I fear many a’ yet it would seem singular that adversity 
prodigal illustration of it might be found in ‘ should not discipline the human mind, and, 
the better walks of society. If you wish to | teaching it how the necessities are to be pre- 
trace the effects of gastric indulgence, visit } ferred to the luxuries of this life, teach it, 
any of our watering places that are famous } also, to reject the latter and choose the 
for the salubrity of their atmosphere and the } former, when these only seem likely to be 
aperient qualities of their springs. There available. Such, however, is not the case: 
you will see the bloated face and the rotund ; whilst bodily oppression and pain bow down 
figure of the man devoted to turtle and veni- the spirit it obeys, subserviently, the advice 
son; the sallow complexion and sunken: of the physician. Let the body recover and 
cheeks of him whose satiated appetite the doctor and his drugs are alike laughed 
prompts to spices and rich condiments and at. Mark the fattened, feverish dyspeptic! 
spirits to beget an inclination to eat, and to; How patient he is over water gruel, and 
help the pallid stomach to its offices of di-' weak tea, and the plainest food: how wil- 
gestion; the gouty and rheumatic, that tell lingly he retires to an early bed, and how 
of late hours and luscious wines, and the . anxiously he awaits the hour that brings him 
many indulgences that do the body dis- the medicine he hopes to do him good! Let 
service and the mind dishonour: all these, ‘ that good be done, and that constitution re- 
and many more, are the evidences you meet | cover itself, and the odds are many that the 
with of the ‘‘ vanity of human wishes,’’ and gratitude of the individual is shown in his 
the danger of gratifying the unworthier of | directly returning to the very source of all 
them. his previous suffering. He will feast and fill 
Not to the higher circles, however, are’ himself again, until again satiated, and be 
these gastric abominations confined: even the same patient creature he was aforetime, 
the poor are prone to luxuries whenever the ' whilst the obstacles are being removed that 
opportunity of obtaining them may fall in; stand between his appetite and its indulg- 
their way. It would really seem to be in ence. See the victim of gout writhing 
some sort a cardinal error in the constitution under the pangs of that most painful visita- 
of certain minds. It has often occurred to} tion! He inwardly repents himself of his 
me to observe, in distributing the charity of errors, and outwardly vows that he will be 
our General Dispensary to the most neces- guilty of them no more for ever. See him 
sitous of its patients, that they will almost ‘ freed from the fiend that tortured him, and 
invariably choose such things as promise to he drinks to his renovated health and the 
gratify the palate rather than to do the system | future absence of his old enemy. He once 
service. The old smoker or chewer of to- more betakes himself to the bowl and the 
bacco has expressed a wish for his favourite ’ glass, until he is again the martyr of their 
‘“‘weed’’ in preference to good food that: poison! 
would help his stomach and his strength;’ Thus it is that dyspeptics rarely allow 
women who have seen better days, and’ themselves to get thoroughly well, or, hav- 
therein had been habituated to the ‘cup ‘ing attained this happy condition, rarely al- 
that cheers but not inebriates,” have pre- ’ low themselves long enjoyment of it. The 
ferred a pinch of hyson and bohea, with dry: success of remedies and regimen suggests 8 
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CLINICS. 19 


pelief in the impunity of indulgence, and : happened at the Dispensary about a fortnight 
shus it is that spas, and bathing-places, and back. A suckling-woman was ordered ten 
ashionable water-doctors, find plenty of pe- grains of Dover’s powder to relieve some 
riodical candidates for their restorative serv- pains that she suffered from. In a few 
ves. These things, however, have their hours after she had taken it, the child fell 
\imit, and often it is a narrow one: upon the asleep, and slept without intermission from 
best constitutions, even, dissipation finally midday on Saturday until the eve ning of the 
lls its own tale, and the man who, in the. following Tuesday. It then fairly woke up, 
prime of life, ought to be hale and hearty, ; and has since showed no signs of having 
has literally produced his premature decre- ‘ been hurt by its protracted slumber. 
pitude, and dug his own grave! ; Strong mental emotion on the part of the 
Bear constantly in mind, gentlemen, the ‘ mother will often cause the milk next drawn 
infirmities of human nature upon the sub-; by the child to purge and vomit it; occa- 
ect concerning which I am now discoursing | sionally, convulsions have resulted from this 
toyou. It may happen to you but seldom —and even death. So, on the other hand, 
‘) meet with a patient inordinate in the! will errors of diet materially affect the milk, 
gratification of his appetite; but you will and cause great suffering to the infant. I 
very rarely meet with one that is not in have known an indulgence in home-made 
somewise a sufferer from this indulgence, | wine, in cider, and pickles, productive of 
venal though it be. The most trifling de- {terrible mischief in this way. 
viations from a correct system of dietetics It frequently happens that patients come 
will suffice to put some people into sad dis- before you complaining of gastric troubles, 
order. One of the worst cases of convul- | ’ due either to recent indulgence or to the 
sions I ever saw in my life arose thus It, moderate use of food that happens to dis- 
happened, several years back, that I was) agree with them. With some people there 
hastily summoned to visit a female, said to: is such an idiosyncrasy in reference to par- 
tein fits; and, in truth, she was in fits of ticular articles of diet that they are wofully 
no common kind. It required the united disturbed by them. These peculiarities you 
dlurts of four strong people to restrain her, } generally find to refer to fish, especially cod, 
and their services were scarcely sufficient, : salmon, eels, oysters, and muscles ; but they 
fr she more than once broke loose from: are occasionally observed in connection with 
lem, and, dashing herself upon the ground : flesh—such as pork and veal; cheese, again, 
rolled about in seeming agony. Her eyes: is the antipathy of some people, and butter 
tared wildly, her jaws were firmly fixed, ‘ of others. 
and her livid lips covered with foam. She ; If a patient consult you for dyspepsia, 
replied to no questions, and was altogether ’ never forget that this is owing to some cause 
“violent as to prevent any administration ; or other; and let it be one of your first ob- 
0 her relief. Whilst I was deliberating jects to find out what this cause may be. 
what to do, she suddenly eructated an im- ; This being discovered and removed, your 
mense volume of flatus, and in a moment: patient’s road to recovery is generally a very 
het convulsions ceased; in a few seconds short one. You may exhibit aperients, and 
futher, after gasping one or twice, she vo-° stomachics, and tonics, ad infinitum; but 
nited a large quantity of material that proved: you will not remedy a dyspepsia whose 
‘0 be veal, bacon, and potatoes. Directly ; cause is permitted a continuance. The 
ier the vomiting she became perfectly; man who has a pale furred tongue, and 
ensible, and then informed us that all her: fetid eructation, and epigastric tenderness 
truggling arose from an agonizing pain in; through sedentary occupation in an impure 
‘he stomach, which she was unable to speak ‘ atmosphere, will be better relieved by fresh 
aout, and which completely overwhelmed ; air and exercise than by bitter potions and 
her. Ithen learnt that veal almost invari- ‘cathartic pills. The glutton, who gobbles 
ably disagreed with her, yet she was par- ’ down his food like a turkey-cock, and never 
ticularly fond of it, and on this occasion had ; thinks of leaving off a meal until he is ab- 
taten very heartily and ravenously of it. , solutely unable to swallow any more, will 


Infants at the breast, you know, are par- ; } not recover from his flatulence and spasm 


ticularly liable to be affected by whatever is; and heartburn, unless you teach him to eat 
‘ikely to contaminate the mother’s milk. In} at a moderate rate, and in moderate quan- 


roof, I may mention to you a case that } tities. 
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20 DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Always make a point of inquiring what | I could multiply exampies, did our time 
meals, and of what quality, your patient permit, of the danger of neglecting to in. 
takes, and what are his sensations after quire into, and provide for, the condition of 
them. In some cases the information thus the alimentary organs, whatever the diseases 
gained will lead you to a knowledge both of requiring special treatment. This is much 
the cause and cure, so to speak, of the ma- better done, however, by preventing the 
lady. Some time ago I was consulted by a accession of trouble, than by relieving this 
gentleman on account of lowness of spirits, ’ after its occurrence. Tonics, aperients, and 
irritability, and sleeplessness, under which so forth, are admirable remedies when called 
he laboured. He could assign no moral or for, but it is best to dispense with them by 
mental cause for these things, and I learned giving your patients such directions as, if 
that they chiefly troubled him in the morn- : obeyed, shall be likely to save their aliment- 
ing, after breakfast, until midday, and in the ary organs from suffering. The causes of 
evening, from after tea, sometimes through this are numerous, but there is none more 
the whole night. I learnt further, that he common than errors in diet. Errors in eat- 
was in the habit of drinking somewhat pro- ' ing too much, or too often, or too fast, and 
fusely of strong tea for his first and last meal ‘ sometimes in eating too little; errors in eat- 
of every day, and, suspecting that this might ’ ing particular food that is indigestible, or 
have some share in his annoyance, advised unsuited to certain hours; errors in eating 
him to take coffee in its stead. From the ‘too great a variety of food, or in studying, 
time he began this change he began also to } or sleeping, directly after it. These things 
mend, and was finally quite relieved of his all require to be carefully inquired into, and 
distress, without being indebted to the inter- ‘corrected if possible. By doing this you 
vention of a single dose of medicine. will often save your patients much suffering, 

During the prevalence of ailments not ' yourselves much trouble, and your remedies 
immediately connected with stomach dis- } much risk of having their intention defeated. 
order, this, occurring through the use of im- ' Make’it a rule never to prescribe for a pa- 
proper food, will often cause an aggravation ‘tient without telling him what to eat, and 
of them. Iam at this time attending, with | when to eat, and, indeed, how to eat? You 

my colleague, Professor Knowles, a gen- ; will be suprised, in after life, to find how 
tleman suffering from nervous debility ignorant are people, who ought to know 
consequent upon anxiety and over-study. better, of these simple things; and you will 
Amongst other things I at first advised him :then see the necessity of giving them due 
was to substitute a lightly-cooked mutton- ‘admonition on the subject of indulging their 
chop for the bacon he had been in the habit ‘appetites. It is not in my province to treat 
of taking to breakfast. This change of this subject more in detail.—Jed. Times, 
diet agreed with him remarkably well; but ' Jan. 23, 1847. 

he one morning thought he would indulge ' — 

in some grilled beef. He partook heartily MEDICAL NEWS. 

of it, and in half an hour afterwards was } — 
purged excessively three or four times, at? DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
the same time experiencing severe pain in | Delegates to National Medical Conven- 
the stomach, and distressing nausea. It was > tion.—From the Northern Medical Associ- 
not until after three or four days that he re- ‘ation of Philadelphia, Drs. Janney, Naudain, 
covered from the effects of his injudicious ‘Uhler, Remington, M. B. Smith, and Jewell. 
meal. A short time back I was attend-} From Franklin Medical College, Drs. 
ing, with Mr. Wood, of this town, a gentle- } Rogers, Tucker, and Joynes. 

man suffering from a severe attack of gout. } From Jefferson Medical College, Drs. 
Whilst this was favourably progressing, he } Bache, Mitchell, and Miitter. 

one day took a fancy to some pork pie,} From Philadelphia Medical College, Drs. 
of which he ate very heartily. Upon this ’ Burden and M’Clintock. 

shortly supervened an attack of dyspepsia? From Mussachusetts Medical Society, Drs. 
that was attended with sympathetic bron- ;S. W. Williams, of Deerfield; E. Hale, of 
chitis of a most violent kind. It wes re- ! Boston ; E. Huntington, of Lowell; A. L. 
lieved somewhat by expectorants and blis- ’ Pierson, of Salem; R. Fowler, of Stock- 
tering, but it only subsided as the stomach! bridge; J. V. C. Smith, of Boston; L. 
recovered its proper function. ’ Bartlett, of New Bedford; E. W. Carpen- 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 21 


of Sandwich; W. Bridgeman, of Spring-: Navy.—A board for the examination of 
¢ us 0. W. Holmes, of Boston; and Geo. | assistant surgeons in the navy for promotion, 
~ Shattuck, Jr., of Boston. assembled on the 20th February, at the 
Pn m New York State Medical Society,’ Naval Asylum, composed of the following 
drs, John Stearns, J. W. Francis, J. C.° surgeons in the navy:—John A. Kearney. 
‘heeseman, J. R. Manley, E. G. Ludlow,  (President,) Benjamin F. Bache, James M. 
| A. Wing, Danl. Ayres, T. W. Blatch- ‘Greene, Thomas L. Smith, and Wm. Max- 
ond, Darius Clark, Morgan Snyder, Jas. } well Wood. 
s Sprague, J. M’Call, A. Willard, N.S. ’ _ 
davis, P. H. Hard, Maltby Strong, Alex.’ Willoughby Medical College.—Graduates 
Thompson, L. S. Tefft, G. W. Bradford, in 1847, 24. 
Enos Barnes. — 
— } Geneva Medical College-—At the com- 
New York State Medical Society.—The mencement held January 27th last, the de- 
slowing officers were elected at the recent gree of M. D. was conferred on 43 of the 
ynnual meeting of this society, for the pre- class. 
ent year: — Thomas W. Blatchford, Presi- : — 
ent; Alecander Thompson, Vice-President; ° FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
Peter Van Buren, Secretary; Peter Van’ Inhalation of Ether as a means of render- 
linda, Treasurer. ‘ing Patients Insensible.—This constitutes 
_— decidedly the leading topic of the London 
New York Academy of Medicine. —An Medical Journals received by the last steam- 
sociation has been recently formed in New er. In some of the Journals it is spoken of 
York under this title; the objects of which as the most important contribution to sur- 


are, | ‘gery which has been made during the pre- 
lst. The separation of regular and irregu- ‘sent century. It has been used by some of 
lat practitioners. >the most eminent surgeons in England, and 


2d. The association of the profession pro- nearly all the more important operations 
vt for purposes of mutual recognition and | in surgery have now been performed on per- 
tlowship. sons rendered insensible by the inhalation of 
3d. The promotion of the character, in- ether. Among these we may enumerate the 
vests, and honour of the fraternity, by ’Cwsarian section, hernia, lithotomy, various 
nintaining the union and harmony of the amputations, extirpations of the eye and 
“gular profession of the city and its vicinity, breast, and of various tumours, cataract, 
nd aiming to elevate the standard of medi- ; ocular tenotomy, evulsion of the toe nail, 
al education. ‘&e. &c. It has also been employed in 
4, The cultivation and advancement of: difficult labour and in abortion. 
te Science, by united exertions for mutual’ In Paris MM. Velpeau and Malgaigne 
wptovement, and contributions to medical ' have also made use of it. 
erature, The real merits of this means of pre- 
The following is one of the articles of venting pain must be svon determined. 
“elt constitution. ; Though no injurious consequences are as 
“No proprietor or vender of any patent yet reported as having resulted from its em- 
secret remedy or medicine, nor any em- } ployment, we must repeat the hope that 
‘real or irregular practitioner, shall either ‘caution will be observed in using it. 
admitted to, or retained in, the fellow-; The impression seems to prevail in Eng- 
“ip of this Academy.”’ ‘land that the patent cannot be maintained. 
The officers of the society are—Dr. John _ 
‘earns, President; Drs. James R. Man-;} Application of Ether Vapour to the practice 
*y, Thomas Cock, John W. Francis, J. B.) of Midwifery.—Professor Stmrson has em- 
eck, Vice Presidents; Dr. F. Campbell: ployed ether vapour in the practice of mid- 
‘ewart, Recording Secretary ; Dr. Wil-} wifery, and is the first, we believe, who has 
‘am C, Roberts, Domestic Corresponding ‘ made the application of this agent. The 
‘eeret tary; Dr. Benjamin Drake, Foreign ; case was perfectly successful, as the follow- 
“Cmesponding Secretary ; Dr. Rob. Watts, : ing extract will show: 


', Treasurer; Dr. Thomas H. Markoe,} ‘‘A few days ago Professor Simpson stated 
librarian, } to his class that he had practised with entire 


‘ 
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euccess the inhalation of sulphuric ether in| 
a case of the most difficult form of labour, 

and where otherwise the sufferings of the 

patient would undoubtedly have been ex- | 
treme. ‘Che mother was lame and deformed. 

Ata former accouchement, the labour lasted , 
three or four days, and, from the necessarily » 
protracted use of instruments, the patient’s | 
agonies were very great- On the present: 
occasion, Dr. Simpson had previously de- 
termined to avoid, if possible, the use of all 
instruments, and to attempt to extract the | 
infant by the feet. He expected to be aided ; 
in this by the use of the ether inhalation. ‘ 
Accordingly, when labour had set in for a’ 
few hours, the patient was put under the 

influence of ether, and in a few minutes the | 
child was turned and extracted, while the 
mother was altogether unconscious of the 


operation, and that, too, although the de- : 


livery was rendered excessively difficult, by 


the degree of compression to which the ; 
child’s head required to be subjected. On. 


afterwards awakening, or passing from her 
‘etherealised’ condition to the state of com- 
mon consciousness, one of the first circum- 
stances of which the patient became aware, 
was the noise attendant on preparing a bath | 
to resuscitate the infant. A remarkable cir- 


cumstance pointed out in the case by Dr. , 


Simpson was, that, whilst breathing the 
ether, the labour pains or throes continued, 
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internal Strangulation.—The operation of 
gastrotomy has been recently performed by 
Mr. Hitton, of Guy’s Hospital, with com. 
plete relief to the intestinal obstruction, in 
a man, twenty years of age, suffering from 
internal strangulation of a large portion of 
ileum of twelve days’ duration. The point 
of obstruction was situated about twelve 
inches from the cecum. The patient died 
of exhaustion a few hours after the opera- 
tion. — bid. 

Statistics of Lithotrity.—From the year 
1836 to 1845, M. Civiaxe has applied Li- 
thotrity in 266 cases, with success in 259 
patients, a few of which obtained only partial 
relief. In seventy-nine instances M. Civiale 
considered that the operation of crushing 
presented no chance of success, and refused 
to operate. Lithotomy was performed on 
twenty-eight, and seventeen recovered. 

The statistics laid before the academy, at 
various periods, show that 582 patients have 
been operated upon by the author; and the 
tables point out distinctly this remarkable 
fact, that three-fourths of calculous patients 
who present themselves now-a-days, for 
treatment, are operated upon by the method 
of crushing.—DVed. Times, Dec. 12, 1846. 

Use of Benzoic Acid in Nocturnal incon- 
tinence of Urine.—M. De FRAENE, surgeon- 





and yet the mother (to speak paradoxically) accoucheur at 'Tubize, gives an account of 
felt no pains. We hear she is rapidly re-; the case of a girl, aged fifteen years, who, 
covering. ‘This is, we believe, the first in- , after several attacks of acute rheumatism, 
stance in which this new and extraordinary 
agent has been employed in the practice of urine, which, from false delicacy on the part 
midwifery.°—Lond. Med. Gaz., Jan., 1847. of the mother, was neglected for several 
; months. He at first prescribed an aromatic 

Fever in Ireland.—Fever is rapidly ex- and stimulant treatment, but this not proving 
tending its ravages even in Dublin. The} eflectual, and remembering that benzoic 
Cork-Street Hospital, one of the largest , acid had been recommended in similar cases, 
establishments of its kind in Ireland, is he had recourse to this remedy. The young 
literally crammed with patients, to such a. girl took at first two pills, night and morn- 
degree of inconvenience, indeed, that the ing, for four days, without effect; the dose 


—~ 


governors have given directions to have tem- } was then doubled. From the first evening © 


porary buildings—if sheds or tents can be$ after taking the increased dose the incon- 
so called—prepared for the reception of the ; tinence of urine ceased, and did not return. 
numerous patients for whom there is no ac- } The patient continued the remedy for several 
commodation within doors. The state of} days, in the same doses, and afterwards it 
the Meath and Richmond Hospitals is} was progressively decreased. The cure was 
equally deplorable, and the accounts from complete.—Jbid. 





suffered from nocturnal incontinence of © 
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all parts of the country represent disease 
and destitution proceeding at an equal pace. 
— Times. 
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Action of Sulphate of Quinine on the 
Spleen.—Dr. Paais, interne of the hospitals 


Operation of Gastrotomy for the relief of 


of Paris, having undertaken a series of ex- 
periments for the purpose of ascertaining the 





Spree tant Heer pe NH 
: ee 








yction 
publis 
the re 
On 
gncove 
each O 
yiscus 
longitt 
openec 
coolat 
ously 
rection 
wink! 
ol4e 
On 
repeate 
sults of 
were T 
rery sl 
tion of 
‘aneous 
Times, 


Gas 
ated, 
Society 
perimer 
opening 
rating 
the mor 
ion on 
carefull) 
the ston 
mes of 
ne dog 
Mof D 
mramme 
Sedillot 
dog, anc 
time, | 
ment as 
He weig 
the operg 
WO anin 
tive and 
éd to sei 
ihe table 

These 
Hon ma} 
that it 1 
shing p 
tage for 
20, 





Trea 
Dr. Be 
tothe t 











ASIN et RTT RRR gE Hae: Rea 


RT ammeter ec nici oe 





REGRESS) ES 








FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 23 


ytion of sulphate of quinine on the spleen, ‘for the following reasons:—Ist. That the 
oublishes, in the ‘* Gazette des Hopitauz,” / mode in which consolidation of the aneurism 
oe results of his researches. ‘is brought about by compression is exactly 
On a middle-sized dog the spleen was’ the same as that in which a natural or spon- 
sncovered by two incisions perpendicular to ‘taneous cure occurs. 2d. Because, when a 
ach other. The transverse diameter of the ‘cure is effected by compression, the vessel 
yiscus measured twenty centimetres, and the } is obliterated merely at the site of the aneu- 
ngitudinal six. The jugular vein was’ rism; whereas, when a ligature is applied 
sened, and twenty-three grammes of al-' in the usual situation, at some distance from 
roolat of quinine were injected; instantane- ; the tumour, the artery is obliterated, both at 
wsly the spleen diminished in every di- } the seat of the ligature and at the seat of the 
rection, its surface became rough and} aneurism. He looks upon the treatment by 
wrinkled, and its diameters were reduced } ; compression as safer than that of ligature.— 
‘0 14 cent. by 5. } Med. Times, Jan. 30. 
On another animal the experiments were _ 
repeated, with a view of comparing the re-} Child born alive at the fourth month and a 
ults of several injections: with water they } halfof Pregnancy.—M. Maisonnevve lately 
were negative, with alcohol the spleen was } communicated to the Surgical Society, the 
very slightly corrugated, but with the solu- ; ; case of a female who aborted at the fourth 
tion of quinine the viscus contracted instan- ‘month and a half of pregnancy. When he 
‘neously in the most evident manner. —Med.' was called to her the ovum had been ex- 
Times, Dec. 26, 1846, ‘ pelled, with its membranes, for about two 
_ » hours. On dividing the membranes and 
Gastrotomy.—M. SepintoT communi- examining the foetus, he found, to his sur- 
ated, at the last meeting of the Medical ’ ; prise, that it was still moving. He applied 
‘ociety of Strasburg, the results of his ex-* warmth, and in some degree succeeded in 
jeriments on animals, in which an external: resuscitating it, for in a few minutes the 
opening had been made directly communi-: respiratory motions were performed with 
cating with the stomach (gastrotomie). In regularity, but the child died in about six 
he month of July he performed this opera- ° hours.—Journal de Medecine, 1846. 
ton on a dog, and afterwards kept him: _ 
tarefully muzzled. He introduced daily into’ New Year's Addresses of Medical Jour- 
the stomach, through the wound, 600 gram- ; nalists.—Cheap Journalism.—We have be- 
nes of bread and a litre of soup. In July; fore us the first number of the Gazette 
ne dog weighed 7,500 grammes. On the ; Médicale for the new year. With that en- 
of December, he had increased to 8,500 thusiasm so characteristic of our Gallic 
mmmes. On the 15th of December M. } neighbours, the editor thus addresses his 
Sedillot performed the operation on a second ; readers :—‘‘ How shall we address our sub- 
og, and tied the cesophagus at the same’ scribers at this jovial season of good wishes 
ime. He gave the same amount of nourish- and good feelings? ‘They have not the 
nent as to the first dog, in a similar manner. ; slightest knowledge of the heart of a journal 
He weighed 6,200 grammes at the time of if they doubt for an instant the affection 
‘he operation, and then weighed 6,250. The} which we bear towards them. We freely 
‘wo animals, shown to the society, are ac- ? extend our arms to them, and our earnest 
‘ve and in good condition ; they endeavour- | desire is to hug them in a close embrace as 
tdto seize a piece of beet-bread placed on ' long as possible. It is useless to say that 
ihe table, ‘we wish them every good quality: there is 


These experiments show that this opera- one, however, which we hope will become 
‘ion may be performed without danger, and ; more and more confirmed by time, i. e., con- 
that it supplies a means of artificially nour- } stancy to things in general, but more par- 
shing persons deprived of the natural pas- | ‘ticularly in reference to their subscriptions 
nige for food by disease.— Med. Times, Jan. |to the journal. In these seducing times, 
“0, i the exercise of good sense is required to 
‘keep them in the right path, and to enable 


Treatment of Aneurism by Compression. = them to close their auditory passages against 
The most success- 


Dr. BeLLincHaM gives a decided preference the voice of the tempter. 
‘othe treatment of aneurism by compression, ful form of temptation in the present day is 
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that which presents itself under the guise of 
‘cheapness.’ Our subscribers must have had 
too much experience not to have learned, as 
good housekeepers, that there is no article 
so dear as that which is bought cheap. Let 
them therefure look closely to the relative 
value of their purchases.” 

* * There is a spice of honesty and can- 
dour about this fervid editorial effusion which 
pleases us. We join in the advice respect- 
ing the fallacy of trusting to the ‘‘ cheap- 
ness” of a journal when it has no other 
claim to support,—and this is puffed off as 
a great recommendation to subscribers. It 
was well said by Hood, that ‘‘it seems 
never to have occurred to the sticklers for 
cheapness that an article may become un- 
reasonably reasonable,—that the consumer 
may be benefited overmuch. It is certain 
that new works, and especially periodical 
ones, have been projected and started during 
the rage for cheap literature at rates so ruin- 
ously low, that they might afford brown 
bread to the publishers or to the writers, but 
not to both.’ — London Medical Gazatte, 
Jan., 1247. 

If the Editor of the London Medical Ga- 


zette conceives it to be a matter of com- 


plaint that the profitsof some English medi- } 


cal periodicals afford only brown bread to 
one of the parties concerned, writers or 
publishers, he has less philanthropy than 
some of his.colleagues in this country. The 
editors of several of our American medical 
journals disclaim all desire for pecuniary 
recompense, and assure their subscribers 
that all the receipts shall be expended on 
the work, whilst the publishers, year after 
year, announce that the moneys received 
are not sufficient to pay even the paper- 
maker's bills alone! And yet these jour- 
nals are most philanthropically continued ! 
Payment of Medical Witnesses. — This 
subject has been attracting attention in 
Great Britain as well as in this country. 
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/ medical witnesses for their attendance at 
,assizes. In reply, he would say, that on the 
Leinster circuit, Baron Pennefather ordered 
>a physician residing in the country two 
guineas a day while in attendance at the as. 
sizes, and Mr. Serjeant Stock had made the 
;same decision in Limerick. He therefore 
> would direct that Dr. Barry should receive 
two guineas a day.” 
> Itis a new feature, says a correspondent 
:of the Lancet, to have the public function. 
aries thus acknowledging that the services 
rendered by medical men to the crown 
should receive reasonable compensation; 
and I am happy to say tha. most, perhaps 
-all, of the medical men who were summoned 
‘to the late Cork assizes, on behalf of the 
, crown, were treated with some measure of 
‘ politeness and justice. One gentleman, who 
for many years had been summoned before 
‘the judges of assize, and ofttimes had been 
detained from home for from ten to fourteen 
days, and who hitherto had never received 
>more than five pounds for his attendance, 
Son the last occasion, much to his amaze- 
ment, was respectfully presented with 
, twenty guineas. 
» Tincture of Cantharides in Bright's Dis- 
,ease—This medicine, in the dose of from 
fifteen to twenty drops, ‘‘ par pot de tisane,”’ 
-combined with the use of decoction of bark 
and chalybeates, is the remedy which has 


¢ 


‘given the best results in the treatment of 
}albuminous nephritis ——(Bright’s Disease ) 
; Many cases have already been cured by this 
‘treatment. — Monthly Journal of Medical 
> Science, Dec. 1846. 

d — 

Treatment of Epistaxis by Insufflations of 
> Alum.—When hemorrhage from the nasal 
; cavities assumes a dangerous aspect, re- 
- course is generally had to plugging, a mea- 
‘sure “both inconvenient and painful. M. 
; Lecluyse has successfully employed means 
» far more simple, and at the same time, ac- 





On two recent occasions (see American? cording to his own account, more certain— 
Journ. of Med. Sci., Oct. 1846, p. 538, and 3 namely, the insufflation, by means of a quill, 
Jan. 1847, p. 257) the rights of medical} of equal parts of powdered gum arabic and 
witnesses have been sustained by the courts, alum. In one case this succeeded after 
and we are pleased to learn, from the fol- Sthree repetitions; other means, and plug- 
lowing extract from the Cork Constitution} ging among them, having entirely failed— 
of August 4, 1846, that justice has at length } Gazette des Hopitaux, Nov. 3, 1846. 
also been meted to them in Treland:— — 

“His lordship (Judge Jackson) said he}  Vesico-vaginal Fistula.—M. Jonent has 
had received a memorial from Dr. Barry of reported three cases of vesico-vaginal fis- 
Kanturk, on the subject of remuneration to ; tula, successfully treated by operation. 
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